The Honorable [insert your Congressmember’s full name]
United States Congress
Washington, DC  20515
Subject: Please Support and Co-sponsor the Medicare Patient IVIG Access Act (H.R. 2002, S. 701)IVIG Access Letter
Dear Congressmember [insert name],
My name is [insert your name].
I have a disease that requires me to receive intravenous immune globulin (IVIG) therapy, which is essential for me to stay alive. Patients such as myself who rely on IVIG have already had problems accessing this life-saving therapy because of inadequate reimbursement under the Medicare Modernization Act. Now, due to continued decreases in reimbursement rates, access to IVIG has been severely limited or outright denied. A report from the Office of the Inspector General showed Medicare reimbursement for IVIG is lower than the cost many providers pay for the product, and as a result, a number of physicians and hospitals cannot afford to administer IVIG treatment to Medicare patients.
That’s why I’m asking you to please support and co-sponsor the Medicare Patient IVIG Access Act (H.R. 2002,, S. 701), introduced by Representatives Israel (NY), Brady (TX), Schwartz (PA), Berkley (NV), Blackburn (TN), Grijalva (AZ), McGovern (MA) and Moore (KS) in the House, and Senators Kerry, Alexander, Wyden, Whitehouse and Brownback. The Medicare Patient IVIG Access Act establishes appropriate reimbursement in all sites of care for patients suffering from a multitude of diseases. Specifically, it assists all Medicare patients in need of IVIG therapy by providing the Secretary of Health and Human Services authority to review data related to the cost of furnishing IVIG and provides, if appropriate, an additional payment for up to 2 years. The bill makes Medicare IVIG reimbursement more transparent and improves accountability based on data. In addition, the bill asks the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) to review payment of IVIG and make recommendations to Congress to improve access to IVIG for Medicare beneficiaries. 

[Insert your personal story, to include some of the suggested following points:

· Your disease and what it is like to live with it.

· If you are on Medicare due to disability.

· How important receiving IVIG is to you to reduce your symptoms (infection, paralysis, etc.).

· How being denied access to IVIG has changed your quality of life (increased frequency/severity of infections, wheelchair-bound, etc.)]. 
My health has already been compromised by the changes in coverage by Medicare, and I fear that my life is in jeopardy if this bill is not passed.

I hope you will co-sponsor the Medicare Patient IVIG Access Act. Passage of this legislation is necessary for thousands of patients for whom IVIG is a lifeline in allowing them to remain productive and healthy.
I can be reached at [insert your phone number].
Thank you for your kind assistance.

Sincerely,

[insert your name and mailing address]
